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A PLEA FOR THE LOWLY PAMPHLET: 
WITH SPECIAL REFERENCE TO HAWAIIAN PAMPHLETS 


By 
James Tice Phillips 


Down through the ages, the pamphlet has been the medium of protest, the vehicle 
of the learned, and the carrier of satire. The impecunious poet has been the progeni- 
tor of thousands of pamphlets. Tom Paine's lone voice rising against oppression, 
stormed the heights with a flimsy, sewn pamphlet selling for a few pennies. Edgar 
Allan Poe told the world of his msing within the covers of a cheap pamphlet, and 
again, the leaflet has been the vehicle of the anonymous writer who lacked the courage 
to sign his name. The Fugger News Letters preceded the newspaper, and for tens of 
years the leaflet, the broadside, and the pamphlet were the mediums of exchange of 
nows and opinions the world over. Thus the pamphlet became the recorder of the inti- 
rete, the local history of the wholo world, for a long period of timee As the popula- 
tion of the United States spread from East to West, the printer and his press followed 
aloe, setting up shop in places now deserted; but, following along until the poople 
c..,lod permanently in the communities we now know - ever ready to print, publish 

© ’ poeord the current history, the voice of protest, the song of the bard, or the 
winuses of the local moctingse 


S> we have the carly intimate history of Hawaii, recorded in the leaflets, 
broadsides and pamphlets that were printed, first on the mission presses, and later 
on the commercial presses ac the commmity grew. From the American missionary 
minutes beginning in 1820 to the controversial essays of the time of King Kalakaua 
and the revolution of 1895, we find hundreds of pamphlets without which we could not 
now properly interpret the background of the many facts of Hawaii's history. The 
educational leaflets first printed on the missionary presses are extromely rare and 
valuable today, as are the hym books and school texts. If it were possible to exe 
hibit a complete set of them today, it would go far towards clearing up the atmosphere 
which has been clogged with ignorant criticisme 


In my collection of Hawoiiana, I have carefully preserved great numbers of tho 
early pamphlets about Hawaii, and in this article I will outline a description of a 
@ of them in order to stress the importance of their proservation. 


1. A narrative of five youths from the Sandwich Islands viz; OBOOKIAH, 
HOOPO, TENNOE, HONOOREE, and PRINCE TAMOREE, now receiving an education in this 
country. New York, 1816. 

This tells the story of Hawaiian boys whoyere stranded in the United 
Statos and whowre befricnded and educated by the good.Christian people. It 
was this pamphlet that first aroused the church people and led to the. sending 
of the first mission to Hawaii. 


2 Mission to Sandwich Islands. (Caption title only; pamphlet signed by 
S. Worcester, Corr. secye, Boston, Auge 23, 1819). 
This is a four-page leaflet soliciting “sea stores, books, medicines, 
etce," for the missions to Owhyhee, (Hawaii); Woohoo, (Oahu); and Atooi, (Kauai). 
It gives evidence of the manner in which the mission to Hawaii was supplied. 


3e The Promised Lande A sermon delivered at Goshen, (Conne) at tho ordina= 
tion of the Reve Mcssrs.e Hiram Bingham & Asa Thurston, as missionaries to the 
Sandwich Islands, Sept. 29, 1819. By Horman Humphrey, Pastor of tho Congrega- 
tional church in Pittsfield, Mass. Boston, 1819. 

The 16=page appendix contains tho instructions from the Prudential 
comnittee of the American board to the Revse Bingham & Thurston and the entire 
missione On the final page is the official list of the members of the mission, 
which sailed on tho Brig "Thaddeus", Capt. Blanchard, Master. 


These three unbound pamphlets contain the genesis of the civilization of Haweii. 
Hero we have the origin of the movement, the solicitation of supplies for the movo-= 
ment, and the final instructions to the pioneer missionaries, all contained in three 
slim, unbound, hand-sewn pamphlets. "The Narrative" is generally found today without 
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tho covor, or bound with other religious tracts, and is thus difficult to identify. 
"The solicitation leaflet" I found tucked away within the bound covers of a volumo of 
the periodical Tho Friend, where it had lain for a hundred years. Of tho thousands 
that mast have been circulated, this is the only one I have seen. “The Promised 
Land" is both rare and valuable, though the instru tions were reprintod by the 
Lahainalunea pross on Maui in 1838. 


4. HE PILIOLOLO no ka OLELO BERITANIA. (Caption title) : 
An English-Hawaiian grammar, in p) in wrappers, issued by the Lahaina= 
luna press in 1837. According to the minutes of the Goneral meeting of 1838, 
but 300 copies were printed. Here was tho first attempt to present grammar to 
the native Hawaiian; not until 1854 did Lorrin Andrews produce a standard 
volume on the subject. The history of the Hawaiian language would indeed be 
incomplete without this 1837 pamphlet. 


5 LEX FORI of the Court of Oahu: or Rules of practice before Hon. Lorrin 
Andrewse Honolulu, Oahu, Charles E. Hitchcock, printer, 1846, 

This little pamphlet, but five inches tall, with both title pago 
and the title on the cover, was the blow that destroyed the informality of 
old Governor Kekuanoa's court, and through these formal rules, the world 
learned that Hawaiian justice was not dispensed in a civilized manner. 


6. Answers to questions propounded by His Excellency, R.C. Wyllie, His 
Howvelim Majesty's minister of foreign relations, and addressed to all tho 
missionaries in the Hawaiian islends, May 1846. (Octavo, caption title only, 
signed March 27, 1848, by R. Armstrong, L. Chamberlain, and S.N. Castle, 95 ppe) 

These good men assembled and, undoubtedly very carefully, editod 
the replies. This slim octavo pamphlet remains today the best picture of 
Hawaii in the forties, and in it the teacher-missionaries gave their best 
judgenent - economic, moral, and physical. They told of the oppression of 
the chiefs and the laws needed for correction. 


The 1840's and 1850's in Honolulu were productive of hundreds of pamphlets, 
most of them government reports. Robert Crichton Wyllie, the Englishman who arrived 
with British Consyl General Miller, remained to become a naturalized Hawai ian 
and was appointed minister of foreign relations ofthe nowy reorganized government. 
We are indebted to him for his insistence upon the issuance of standard printed 
reports from the courts and all departments of the government. He saw that these 
reports were sent to every organized government in the world; and in this manner 
ths world was informed that Hawaii had a duly constituted government and was worthy 

@ of recognitione He insisted that the Hawaiian king and his court be treated with 
respect; and to this end he secured the adoption of "The Code of Etiquette" by 
the Privy council, which when printed and circulated, greatly upset the merchants 
and schemers who-were wont to approach the King from every angle for undue favorse 
The norchant class retaliated with a pamphlet entitled "The Honolulu Looking Glass 
eee," which ummercifully lampooned Wyllie and his friends and all those associated 
with officialdom. I was informed by the late P.C. Jones, that one P.C. Wilcox was 
the originator of the pamphlet and that he had it printed in San Francisco. It 
was sont to Honolulu in the ship "Comet" and ‘lilcox personally placed it under the 
front doors of Honoluluans during the dark of nighte Undoubtedly these little 
pamphiots were destroyed in rage, as I know of none in private hands today. The 
lat« Bruce Cartwright, jr. once showed me his father's copy from which the senior 
Cartwright had carefully removed the page which lampooned hime 


7. "Charter and by-laws of the Queen's hospital, Honolulu, H.I. 
Honolulu: Commercial Advertisor Print. 1859. (Cower title; 42 inches tall). 
Of recent years there was a controversy as to the function of the 
hospital. The prime purpose of its establishment is clearly stated in its 
charter. 


In the 1860's and 1870's the Reciprocity treaty was the subject of hundreds of 
pamphlets printed both in Hawaii and the United States. hore are all of the pamphicts 
revealing the arguments pro and con and the bitterness of the fight? I have gathered 
enough of them together to fill one complete volume. The impact of our sugar crop 
entering the United States market free of duty and the creation of such a precedent 
provoked a long and bitter battle in the United States Senate, and the approval of 
this treaty established the thought that later led to our omnexation. Those pamphlets 
are now valuable and scarce. 
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In the 1880's, King Kalakaua was the target for political pamphlets. Scarce 
indeed are the "Gynberg"” pamphlets, the reports of the political meetings and the 
diatribes addrossed to the legislature and the public telling of the sovoreign's 
weakmess2se The pamphlet story of the "Coronation" published in 1883 is now rarc. 
In 1892 there appeared on the streets of Honolulu a tiny 8=page newspaper, octavo 
size, ontitlod "Tho Golden Era". I know of but one issue, Volume l, noel, datcd 
Septe 1, 1892. This little news shect espoused the cause of a national lottery, 
which would eradicate the national deficit and save the country from ruine My 
copy was givon to ne by the late Lorrin A. Thurston, who fought the winning fight 
against the lottery idea. 


8. Synopsis of what the Legislature of 1896 did for the Hawaiian islands. 
Octavo size, it contained 8 pages, all of thom blank, except page 
cight, which contained the one line query: “Has anything been omitted?" 
Here is the dichard protest of a faction against the legislature >of the 
Republice 


Before the turn of tho century the changes in the economic life of Hawaii 
began to manifest itself in the appoarance of a printed pamphlet "Prospectuses", 
subting forth the valuc of new and various industries for the growing countrye 
f of these projected companies fell by the wayside, and some wore absorbod by 


Ahm 


‘her stronger corporationse All of them left a trail of pamphicts of historical 
‘1c, and without them the economic history of Hawaii is incomplete. For a 
sire of modern economic history, complete sets of the printed reports of Hawaiian 
s2~panies of today should be bound and cared for. 


Theso are but a few of the hundreds of pamphicts tolling the intimate history 
of Howaiie The rarest of thom are preserved only in tho Archives of Hawaii, Bishop 
muscum, Mission children's library, Hawaiian historical society, and the Univorsity 
of Hawaii library. 


Pomphlots come in all sizes, with and without covors, some sombre and sone 
gay, some with errata slips and some without, and, too often, with pen and ink 
corrections by the author. The complete titles and imprints are »~ften shown on the 
cover only. Many are without covers and have only caption titlese Too often the 
pamphlots do not bear the nanes of the authorse Therefore, in the preservation of 
pamphlets, the first consideration should be to retain for the permanent files, 
copies that are complete, with names of the authors and dates added, if missing. If 
imprints are nissing, an attempt should be mde to ascortain then. The librarians 
of Hawaii, as clsewhere, have an important missions to porform in the care and pre-= 
servation of the informal printcd matter that is circulated today, for from it, the 
rion and women of the future will be better able to interpret the history of our land. 


James Tice Phillips, a kamaaine resident of Honolulu, 
and former presidont of the Hawaiian historical socioty, is a 
collector of rare books and panphlets, being particularly 
interested in Hawaiiana iters. Last ycar Mr. Phillips gave 
to the University of Hawaii an important collection of 
Howaiian government documents which greatly strengthened the 
collection of materials in the University library relating 
to Hawaii and the Pacifice Mr. Phillips assembled these 
rare publications during 25 years, frequently searching out 
rare items on the Mainland as well as in the Islands. 


w-= Takon, in part from the Honolulu Star-Bulletin, 
June 12, 1946, 
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A CAPPELLA == By the Editor 


The Annual Spring meeting is gradually shaping up into an organized whole, and 
it is hoped that there will be things of interest to every member of our organization. 
The Executive council had a pretty rugged time finding a place to meet for the 
dinner meeting where we could get a meal for less than $3.50 per person. The Council 
had hoped to hold this meeting some place where everyone could be accomodated. How- 
ever, wo are very happy to be able to have the use of the A.A.U.W. Clubhouse and as 
there is only room for 72 persons for dinner - you'd better get those rcservations 
in carly. 


Puneahou school and the librarians at Cooke library - Mrs. Clarissa Halsted, 
Miss Frances Kenyon and Miss Kathleen McCutcheon are being hosts to us in the after- 
noone And I can think of no botter reason for attending the afternoon sessions of 
the HLA mecting than to be able to seo the Punahou school library, which is unique 
as school libraries goe 


The revised schedule for the meeting is as follows: 


Cooke Library 





2:30-2:50 Rogistration and payment of dues. 
2:50-3:20 Short sectional mectings. 
Montague Hall 
3:30-5:00 Business meeting 
Election of officers 
Reports 
Speakers: 
Mr. He K. Hutchins, manager of Brentano's 
Subject: A book forecast for 1947. 
Mrse Chester E. Frowe 
Subject: Concerning Alice. 


This is a pretty tight schedule, but with everyone's cooperation it should be 
an interesting mectinge Certainly thore can be no criticism from any quarter about 
it's being a long and dragged out affair. 


The dinner meoting is being held at the A.A.U.W. Clubhouse which is at the 
corner of Anapuni and Nehoa streets. Dr. James Shoemaker, professor of economics 
and business at the University of Hawaii, in charge of the Hawaii labor survey, and 
recently returned from a government mission to Korea, will speak on the general 
situation in the Far East. 


000000000000 


From the Hawaiian section, via Miss Margaret Titcomb comes this word: 
"Librarians have asked whether data could be given in the Current Hawoiiana as to 
prices of books and where procurable. The comnittee welcomes suggestions and 
coments, but fools that at this time such service is not possible because of the 
added time it would require." 


000000000000 


If anyone is curious as to why the information about the Mcoting is on this 
page woll, if happens that the Editor of this fine rag, is also the ve=p. of the 
Association and as the President is ill she (the editor) also has the worries of 
organizing the meetinge So pop = the information goos hero. PSe I firmly believe 
that one person should not hold more than one office at one timee 


000000000000 


This is the last issue of the Journal which I, Priscilla M. Griffey will be 
puttineg together. It is with much regret that I am passing the job on to someone 
else, for I have enjoyed ite My kokua is offored to the person who inherits the 
oditorshipe 
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NEWS FROM THE LIBRARIES 
Hawaii county library by Mrs. Isabel Welsh 


Miss Jean Paste, who came to us last July just out of Denver University library 
school, was married on February lst to Stanley Lee, son of Mrs. Leo Lee, also a 
member of our staff. As Mr. Lee works for a plantation they were fortunate enough 
to get a house, where the young Mrs. Lee is now established and learning the 
intricacies of housekeeping in Hawaii. 

For once luck was with us! An Army veteran returned to Hilo bringing his 
bride with him, and she a trained librarian! We lost no time in talking business 
with the lady, and Mrs. Dorothy C. McAlister is now the latest addition to our staff. 

This Fall our staff artist, Sylvia Charlock, had an exhibit of her latest Island 
paintings in the library. It attracted mich attention and was later sent to the 
Maui library for display. Miss Charlock's exhibit here was followed by another 
local girl, Mrs. Patricia Williams Raub, and this was succeeded by the display of 
two of the recent paintings of Lloyd Sextone We hope this spring to have an 
exhibit by a number of Hawaii Island artists. Our last similar exhibit flushed 
out a surprising amount of talent and great interest was shown from all over the 
Islande 

Mrs. Helen Willocks has been appointed Acting Assistant Librarian in place of 
Miss Nella Me Tucker, absent on indefinite sick leavee Mrs. Willocks has been 
replaced by Mrs. Dorothy McAlister. 

The new branch which we opened in December ot Papaikou has evidently met a 
creat need in that commnity, and already wo have had to knock out the partition 
which separated it into two rooms and add new shelving. It is open but one after- 
noon a week and in the month of January circulated close to a thousand bookse “Je 
hope shortly to open one evening a week also, for the especial benefit of the young 
udults of the district. 


Meui county library by Louise Kellenberger 


First, may I have a plea therein for CLA membership: 
All librarians working with children are reminded that there are 
many professional advantages in membership in the Children's 
Librarians association. There is no oxtra fee for belonging, 
but designation must be made when renewing ALA memberships. 
This gives each member a chance to vote for the Newbery and 
Caldecott awards, giving Hawaii a vote in the selection of 
titles. Anyone wishing more information may contact Miss Louise 
Kellenberger, Maui county free library, Wailuku, Mauie 


Puunene branch is newly located in one end of the Community building, across 
the street from the school. Drapes were donated by a club of young business women, 
wid the furniture was repainted a soft green shadee New paint in the same color 
has been applied to the furniture at Lahaina branch, housed in the historic Baldwin 
liousce New shelves have increased the space for books, and improved the appearance 
of the roome 

Hana branch has been reopened in a room in the Hana school, and serves both 
the school children and adultse A branch has been started by a missionary in the 
community building at Makawao, and has proved to be one of the most popular and 
attractive of our branches. It has books for every nationality and crecd, and is 
also a gathering place for young people and children, for good times. 

Mrs. Mary Ellen Lindley, formerly o navy librarian in the Territory, is on 
the staff as an assistant in the children's department to aid in the work of handling 
eleven large classes in the main building on the three days cvery week that the 
children's librarian is out on the Travelling library. 

A news letter addressed to all teachers of the county is being sent under the 
auspices of the Maui Teachers association every few months. The letter includes 
brief reviews of educational books and magazines, and is spiced with an occasional 
humourous note. Mimeographing is paid for by the MTA. The result has been an 
increased interest in our educational collection and the many new magazines bought 
with "TA funds for the library. 
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NEWS FROM THE LIBRARIES 
Library of Hawaii by Virginia Crozier 


Miss Ida Ge Wilson, is still in Queen's hospital at tho time of this writing, 
but has hopes of being released in a few days to convalesce at homee Mrs. :.lin. 
Alexender is filling in some of Miss Wilson's schedule in the Education departmonte 

Miss Susan Taylor roturned to the Edna Allyn Room March lst, from a vacation 
of almost three months spent with her family in Oregon. 

Mrs. Ursula Jepson, director of Publicity, left March lst by clippor for two 
months vacation on the coast. Miss Lillian Ching is in charge of Mrs. Jepson's 
office during her absence, 

Miss Irmgard Hormann and her family left on the Matsonia the middle of 
February for a long leave on the mainland. She expects to return to work the first 
of S.=-Sombere 

Mrs. Katherine McDole is in charge of Kaimki branch while Miss Hormann is 
away, and is having fun renewing old acquaintances as Kaimuki was once her old 
stamping grounde 

Mrs. Myrtle Mattison celebrated her twontieth library anniversary the first 
wook of Marche. Ka hoohauoli ana ia hail 

Miss Florence Klamer returned the middle of February via air from Chicago. 

The main lobby is having its face lifted. (‘ie're still not sure of the color 
schere as we peer up through the scaffolding, but at any rate we shall feel fresher 
caxd cleaner no matter what the color. 


University of Haweii library by Mrs. Helen G. Bevons 


From Fobruary 24-March 13, tho Library has had in its main floor display cascs, 
the first of a sories of exhibits arranged by Mrs. Alfred Castle with items from her 
rere book collection. Mrs. Castle, who for many years has been interested in 
Hawaiian libraries, and is now a trustee of the Library of Hawaii, is a scholar in 
English literature and a collector of book rarities in the same field. This first 
exhibit is made of books written by and about Thomas Gray and William Blake, and 
par:llels courses of lectures being given in the English department of the 
University. The listing of the future oxhibits are as follows: Mar. 24-April 10, 
Keats and Byron; April 10-24, Major 18th & 19th century novelists; April 24-May 8, 
Browning, Tennyson, Rosctti and Swinburne; May 8-22, Conrad and his Circles 


Interesting recent acquisitions are as follows: 
Cokayne's Complete pecrage, 1910-1945. = the first 10 volumes. 
Siboga-expeditic, 1902-1944. 139 fascicules. (The results of 
the scientific expedition of the Siboga to the Netherlands East Indies). 
The Pali Tripitaka, 1926-1928. 45 volumes. (The complete Pali 
toxt of the Buddhist canon, published in Siam). 
Siebold's Wa kan won seki sio gen 2i ko; thesaurus linguae japonicac. 
1835. (The first Japanese dictionary to be printed). 
JeC. Poggendorff's biographicch=literarisches handwSrterbuch, 1926= 
1940. 10 volumes. 
Mark Twain's writingse Stormfield edition. 1929. 37 volumes. 
Stith Thompson's Motif index of folk literature, 1932-1936. 
6 volumes. 


Of personal note: Gale Sakai is leaving March 28 to study at the University of 
Illinois and to work on a government documents project in Washington, DeCe Miss Mary 
Melton spent a week on the island of Kauni visiting Emily Recd. A son was born to 
Mrs. Winifred Phillips in St. Francis hospital on February 23. Priscilla Griffey 
spent six days on Hawaii in the National park area, and had to come back to Honolulu 
to set warmod up. 


Kauai Public Library Association, Ltd. by Emily Reed 


We were searching our minds for newsworthy items to send to the Journal, but 
it was hardly with malice aforethought that two members of the staff went out over 
“lashington's birthday holiday weekend and made some. Lucille Berg suffered a 
fractured vertebra when she was pushed back into her saddle by a low-hanging branch 
during a horseback trip up the floor of jiaimea canyon. She was able to ride the 
fiftecn miles of rough trail out of the canyon, but she will probably be in the 
hospital for quite a long time. On the same trip Emily Reed managed to get much 
less serious injuries, such as a sprained ankle. All of this is quite disastrous 
in a staff as small as ourse 





